
Crestview Middle School 

Music Program Handbook

2017-2018

Directors:

Mr. Brady Amerson
330-892-7044

bamerson@crestviewlocal.k12.oh.us

Mr. Eric Bable
330-892-7043

ebable@crestviewlocal.k12.oh.us

www.crestviewrebelsmusic.com

�1



Table of Contents

Mission Statement 3
Goals 3
Rules/Consequence 4
Attendance 5

Rehearsals/Classes: 5 
Performances: 5 
Excused Absences: 5 

Grading 6
Class Participation 6 
Playing/Singing Tests 6 
Scale Requirements 7 

Exiting the Program 8
Communication 9

Website 9 
Remind 9 
Calendar 9 

Music Boosters 9
Fundraisers 9 
Payments 10 

Charms 10
Materials/Equipment 10

Band 10 
Choir 11 
Music 11 
Reeds (woodwind players minus flutes) 11 

Performance Dress 12
Trips 13
Jazz Band 13
Solo and Ensemble 14
Performance Dates 14
Authorization 15
Signature Page 16

�2



Mission Statement
The Crestview Rebel Music Program is dedicated to providing outstanding musical 
experiences and opportunities to its students while helping them grow into responsible, 
mature individuals. To make these experiences successful, we require discipline, 
organization, and commitment to the program. Being a part of the band and/or choir is to 
be seen as an honor and students will be expected to help serve as role models for the 
school and other organizations within it. As a result of our high expectations, discipline, 
leadership, and social opportunities, the students have the opportunity to develop 
valuable life skills such as a positive self‐image, time management skills, confidence, 
poise, responsibility, and loyalty as well as the musical abilities needed to be a successful 
musician. 

Goals
• To provide a comprehensive knowledge of music through the performance, creation, and 

promotion of music. 
• To provide an environment that promotes and encourages life‐long learning and personal 

as well as professional growth. 
• To create an environment that provides all students with a sense of community and loyalty 

to an organization bigger than themselves. 
• To provide an opportunity for students to develop as disciplined, organized and mature 

individuals. 
• To allow students to express themselves in a creative manner through the means of music. 
• To reach full potential in all aspects of students’ lives through the use of music. 
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Rules/Consequence

All that we have together is time. The rules are designed to enable us to utilize the time in the 
most efficient way, which will allow us to reach our full potential as a musical ensemble. The 
goal is to give the students the tools they need to become the best musicians they can 
possibly be. 

Students following the rules will result in efficient, effective rehearsals which in turn result in 
maximum student musical growth. These rehearsals will have students engaged and actively 
participating in making music. Students have a choice each class period to either enter the 
rules box on the left or the consequence box on the right; students will find music class very 
productive and rewarding if they consistently choose to follow the rules. 

If rules aren’t followed, disruption occurs in an otherwise productive class. If disruption 
occurs, a detention with one of the music teachers will be issued in the music suite after 
school for 30 minutes or otherwise as agreed upon with the teacher.  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Consequence
1. Detention

Rules
1. No talking while the teacher is working.
2. When the cut-off gesture is given, all music stops.
3. Be respectful.
4. No food, gum, or drink (other than water).
5. No electronic devices or outside work.

Student

Rewards
1. Productive, enjoyable rehearsals
2. The band/choir will be the best 

they can possibly be
3. Possible extrinsic rewards

Fo
llo

w
Don’t follow



Attendance
Rehearsals/Classes:

• Band and choir pull out of specials in 35 minute segments. The band and choir schedule is 
the same each week, while specials are on a 3-day rotation. This prevents students from 
missing a disproportionate amount of one particular special.

• Band and choir are graded classes. As such, students are expected to attend all 
rehearsals. Students are not excused to attend a special class or do make-up or group 
work on days that they have rehearsal.  

• If a teacher needs a student to stay for extra work and communicates it to Mr. 
Amerson prior to the rehearsal, a student may receive ONE excused absence per 9 
week grading period. 

• Unexcused absences result in a participation grade of 0 for the day.

Performances:
• Every student plays an important part in a musical ensemble; there are no alternates or 

substitutes, so all scheduled performances are mandatory.  
• There are no excused absences from performances except for extreme circumstances.  
• Performances are considered to be part of the curriculum and are treated as culminating 

assessments which greatly affect each student’s grade. A student would not go to all 
practices for sports, only to sit at home for each game; likewise, students are expected to 
perform in the concerts after having spent a lot of time and energy preparing music 
during rehearsals. 

• Performance dates are already scheduled and appear in this handbook. Given such 
advance notice, students and their families are asked to plan accordingly. 

• Absences from a performance will result in loss of points. 

Excused Absences:

There will inevitably be situations where conflicts arise with performances. In the event of an 
absence, students must email Mr. Amerson two weeks before the performance to request an 
excused absence. For emergencies, please let Mr. Amerson know of the emergency as soon 
as possible; these obviously do not have advance notice. Mr. Amerson will determine whether 
the absence is excused or not (for non-emergencies) and reply. Since the performance is a 
large part of the grade, a make-up assignment will be required, even for excused absences. 
The make-up assignment will also be a performance-based assessment, which will involve the 
student performing part or all of their concert music for one or both directors alone or in a 
small group. Students have one week after the concert to complete the make-up. After 
that week, students will lose 20% of their make-up grade for each day they are late. 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Grading
Student grades will be based largely upon in class participation, playing/singing 
evaluations, written evaluations, and attendance at required concert performances. 
Outside assignments will very rarely be given. 

In general, 10% of student grades will come from performances, 40% will come from 
playing/singing tests and written work, and 50% will come from classroom 
participation. These ratios may be adjusted based on other assignments completed 
throughout the grading period. 

Class Participation

Each class period, students will receive a maximum of 5 participation points. 1 point 
(for each offense) will be lost if a student is found to have forgotten his/her music, 
pencil, or instrument, or is otherwise not participating in class. 

Students who forget their instruments can still participate by following along in the 
music, marking music as needed, practicing breathing, and practicing correct 
fingerings without the instrument. If students do work for other classes, are found 
talking and distracting other students, or otherwise not engaging with the rehearsal, 
their grade will be reduced according to how little they are participating. 

Playing/Singing Tests

Band members will be required to complete recorded playing tests. Toward the 
beginning of the year, students will be instructed how to record themselves, either 
using smartphones or computers at home or a computer in a practice room at school. 
Students who record their playing examples at home can take multiple attempts and 
submit their best version, while students who record at school will have a limited 
amount of time to record their test. 

The playing tests are designed to ensure individual accountability among band 
members. They will be announced at least one week in advance, and occur in two 
parts: the first will be graded and feedback will be given to the students; the second 
attempt will be one week later, in which students can play the same test with their 
improvements from the feedback for a new grade. The students will keep the second 
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Grades may consist of, but are not limited to the 
following: 

• Class participation 
• Playing/singing evaluations 
• Written evaluations 
• Homework assignments 
• Performances

     Grading Scale: 

     A     93 - 100 
     B     85 - 92 
     C     70 - 84 
     D     65 - 69 
     F      64 and below



grade they receive. The students will also receive the rubric that they will be graded on 
when the playing test is announced. 

Choir members will not have individual singing tests but may be asked to sing in 
smaller groups for evaluation periodically. The same procedures apply as with the 
band, except that the small groups will sing for a director in person rather than on a 
recording. 

Scale Requirements

Band students will be required to play certain scales for a grade. Scale requirements 
will be announced at a later time and the grade will be pass/fail. Students will attempt 
them until they pass, and will only lose points if they do not pass by the end of the 9 
weeks in which they were assigned. These scale tests will also be recorded, either at 
home or at school. 
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Exiting the Program
Joining a musical ensemble is becoming a member of a team in which every individual 
member plays an important role. As such, students quitting band or choir during the 
course of the year can negatively impact the whole ensemble, hurting the instrumentation 
and balance of the program. For this reason, students who sign up for band or choir are 
signing up for a year-long commitment. 

Students in beginning band will encounter periods of frustration in their journey to learn to 
play their instrument. Sometimes this comes during the first months of playing, but 
sometimes the challenges come later in the school year as certain techniques are 
encountered and must be mastered. Improving as a musician is a great example of 
delayed gratification - students must work hard over a period of time to see results, 
but the end result is all the more rewarding since they can be proud of their work. 

In band, we ask that students who sign up remain in the program for the duration of the 
year. Periodically, students will wish to quit as they become frustrated, but they merely 
need some encouragement (from directors and parents alike) and it will pass. Neither of 
the directors have met an adult who wishes they had never played an instrument; they 
have, however, met numerous adults who express regret at having never played or having 
quit so soon. If students have tried their hardest to succeed at playing an instrument and 
still do not wish to remain in the band program at the end of the school year, there is no 
obligation to continue the next school year. However, it holds true that most students who 
quit are those who do not spend any significant effort trying to improve. Usually those that 
work hard find great success and joy in playing a musical instrument. 

Choir is a little different than band in this matter. While anyone can learn to sing with the 
proper training and practice, there is less frustration that causes students to grow tired of 
choir for a short period of time. Frustration arises from changing voices, but students who 
are frustrated with their abilities are encouraged to stick it out and do the best that they 
can. 

The only exceptions to these rules is when there is a general consensus among directors, 
administrators, and parents that students should no longer remain in the ensemble. 
Special circumstances can be made, but it is important to note that these are extremely 
rare. 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Communication
Website

The Crestview Music Department has a website: www.crestviewrebelsmusic.com. We invite 
you to visit the website often to become acquainted with it and discover all of the 
information it contains. 

Remind

The CMS Music Department will NOT be using Remind this year. This will be taken over by 
Charms, which also has a text alert system for students and parents. 

Calendar

Concerts and other important dates can be found at the end of the handbook. Letters will 
also be sent home in advance notifying students and parents of upcoming events, and 
there is an online calendar that can be subscribed to that will be discussed under the 
Charms section. 

Music Boosters
The Music Booster organization is a group of band and choir parents that serves the entire 
Crestview Music Program; it is not limited to marching band or high school ensembles in 
general, although those groups often have larger representation. The Music Boosters are a 
separate organization that supports the music program but is NOT affiliated with Crestview 
Local School District. 

The Boosters help to fundraise for the music program and organize trips and events that 
benefit all music students. Middle school parents are encouraged to attend meetings and 
make their voices heard. Meetings are held on the second Monday of every month, 
typically at 7pm in the Music Suite. 

Fundraisers

All students in the music program may participate in fundraisers. These are selected by 
the Music Boosters, and students will use them to help build credit in their individual 
student ledger to pay for trips and other fees. 

Fundraisers are subject to a due date. If a student misses the due date, the Boosters may 
not be able to do anything about the order. In that case, the student will have to return the 
money to all of their customers for the fundraiser and inform them that they will not receive 
the product. 

There will be one parent in charge of each fundraiser. That parent will provide their contact 
information, and all questions and concerns regarding the fundraiser should be directed to 
them, NOT the directors. 
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Payments

All payments for fundraisers, fees, etc. must be submitted in a properly labelled envelope 
in the black box bolted to the wall in the Music Suite hallway. Envelopes are available on 
the table underneath the box. Envelopes should be labelled with student name, grade, 
what the payment is for, and the payment amount. Envelopes that do not have a student 
name or payments that otherwise cannot be identified will go into the Music Booster 
general fund. Payments for Music Booster fundraisers should never be submitted to 
the Middle School office.

Charms
This year the music department (through the Music Boosters) will use the Charms program 
as a central hub for many different things. Students and parents will be given a login, will 
input some information, and then will use the program throughout the year. A handful of 
features are listed below: 

Student Ledger - parents and students can see how much credit they have earned 
through fundraisers, which can be used to pay for trips, fees, make purchases, etc. 
This follows a student from year to year, so they can start saving early for big trips 
that the high school ensembles take (such as Disney!). Students and parents can 
log in to see this amount at any time! 

Payments - parents and students can see how much they owe for field trips and fees, and 
can even make payments with a credit card. Items like reeds, valve oil, cork grease, 
etc. will be available for purchase through the Music Boosters and can be paid for 
with student ledger credit or a credit card right on the website. 

Calendar - instructions on subscribing to the calendar on your phone or tablet will be 
available on the website, meaning that all important dates for concerts, field trips, 
and other events will automatically show up in your calendar. 

***Disclaimer - all of the above sections deal with the Music Boosters. The Music 
Boosters are a separate parent group and are NOT affiliated with Crestview Local 
School District.

Materials/Equipment
Band

Students must come to each rehearsal with:
• Their instrument in working order 
• All accessories necessary (multiple working reeds, valve oil, etc.) 
• All music (including full band pieces and method books) in their black binder 
• A usable pencil 
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School-owned instruments:
• Students playing large or accessory instruments may use a school-owned instrument 

(euphonium, tuba, tenor and bari sax, bass clarinet, etc.) 
• Each student using a school-owned instrument must pay a $30 fee each year. This 

must be paid in cash or check to Crestview Middle School. 
• Students are responsible for the instruments assigned to them, and must pay for any 

repairs due to accident or neglect while in their care. The $30 fee is for cleaning after 
use by the student. 

• School-owned instruments will be checked out at the beginning of the year and 
checked back in at the end of the year. Students can check them out over the summer 
if they desire to practice that instrument. 

• Students using a shared instrument must ask permission to take it from the school at 
any time to practice or play outside school. 

School-owned mouthpieces:
• Some students may be given the opportunity to borrow professional grade 

mouthpieces from the school. 
• Students who play school-owned mouthpieces must pay a $10 cleaning/maintenance 

fee each year. 
• Students must pay to replace any mouthpieces that are lost, broken, or sufficiently 

damaged while in their care. 
• Students who really like the mouthpiece and do not wish to continue paying a yearly 

cleaning fee are encouraged to purchase their own. Please speak with Mr. Amerson if 
you are interested in purchasing a mouthpiece. 

Choir
Students must come to each rehearsal with: 
• All music 
• A usable pencil 
• Their black choir binder 

Music

All students will be receiving original copies of music. The music will be numbered so 
that each student is assigned a particular copy. If the music is lost or sufficiently 
damaged, the student will pay the replacement cost of the music plus shipping if it 
must be ordered online. 

As music will be used by future students, all markings should be made in pencil. 

Reeds (woodwind players minus flutes)

To make sure that students are playing the right quality and strength of reed, and to 
help parents save money on purchasing them, the Music Boosters are purchasing 
reeds in bulk at very low prices and selling them to students at cost. This also ensures 
that students should have a working reed at all times, as they are able to purchase 
reeds in the music suite during the school day. 
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Students may obtain reeds before rehearsal begins - they can be purchased with cash, 
check made payable to Crestview Music Boosters, or with their student ledger through 
Charms.  

Students will no longer be able to purchase reeds with credit. Charms makes it 
very easy to plan ahead and even use a credit card to pay for the reeds online. 
Students should therefore bring exact change, a check, or pay online through Charms 
to receive a reed through the Music Boosters.

Performance Dress

Boys: 
• Long-sleeved white dress shirt 
• Black dress pants 
• Black dress shoes 
• Black belt 
• Black socks 
• Tie (optional) 

Girls: 
• Couple of options: 

1. Same as boys - white shirt, black pants, shoes, etc. 
2. Dress that is black, white, or both - patterns can be ok, email a picture to Mr. 

Amerson if you’re not sure if it would work. 
• Must follow school dress code 

For a particular concert, the dress code may be modified (at the directors’ discretion) to 
allow some color. However, this is the normal dress code, which will present a formal, 
elegant appearance. 
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Trips
In the spring, in late April or early-mid May, each middle school musical ensemble will take 
a trip to perform in an adjudication and then have a fun activity for the rest of the day. 
Typically we travel to Pittsburgh to perform at an adjudication in Carnegie Mellon 
University, and then the students will spend the remainder of the day in Kennywood 
Amusement Park. The trip costs money, so it cannot be required, but is strongly 
recommended. 

The adjudication is a judged event that results in comments from the judges, a rating and 
a trophy. In order to perform at our best, we need each member to be present. Therefore, 
we strongly suggest that each student plan on attending; fundraisers can help to pay for 
the trip or at least greatly offset the cost. 

Jazz Band
Jazz band is an extra-curricular ensemble which exists to challenge students and expose 
them to new styles of music. Jazz, rock, and latin music will be rehearsed and performed, 
and students will learn how to improvise in those styles. 

Jazz band is an auditioned group. Students must meet the minimum audition requirements 
to be in jazz band, and the audition will also be used to place students in one of two 
ensembles. 

Before auditions, there will be open jazz band rehearsals starting in September. These will 
prepare students for the auditions. Students must attend these rehearsals if they plan to 
be in jazz band! More detailed information will follow. 

Students on any instrument may audition for jazz band. Students must play an instrument 
in the band to be permitted in jazz band, except if the student wishes to play piano, guitar, 
or bass guitar, which are not found in the standard concert band. 

Students who are new to jazz band or are placed in a different band than last year will be 
required to purchase a method book. More details will follow once students have 
auditioned. 

Jazz band rehearses twice a week from 7-7:30am. Students are responsible for their own 
ride to rehearsal, but carpooling is highly encouraged if parents are not available to give 
the student a ride. Students must be punctual (ready to play at 7am) and regularly in 
attendance to remain in jazz band. Students who are regularly tardy or have two or more 
unexcused absences will be dismissed from jazz band. 
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Solo and Ensemble

Solo and Ensemble is an adjudicated event for students in 7th or 8th grade to prepare and 
perform a solo or a small ensemble piece. Students are judged and rated according to 
their performance.  

Students wishing to participate in solo and ensemble must meet with one of the directors 
at least 6 times to check up on their progress and give assistance, and it is the director’s 
prerogative to remove a student from the event if the student is not prepared. Additionally, 
the Music Boosters pay the student’s fee for the event; if a student is a no-show or 
cancels, they are responsible for paying the event fee and accompanist fee. This is a 
great opportunity for students to be challenged! Interested students should speak with a 
director as soon as possible. 

Performance Dates
Winter Concerts:
5th and 6th Grade..........................................................................Monday, December 4 at 7pm 
7th and 8th Grade..........................................................................Tuesday, December 5 at 7pm 

Solo and Ensemble.............................................................................................Saturday, April 7 
Scheduled throughout the morning and afternoon for participating students 

Alliance High School 

Spring Concerts:
5th and 6th Grade.....................................................................................Monday, May 7 at 7pm 
7th and 8th Grade....................................................................................Tuesday, May 8 at 7pm 

Adjudication field trip...................................................................................TBD, mid to late May 
Leave school early AM (around 8-8:30), return by 9pm 

�14





Signature Page

CMS Music Handbook

Please detach and return to the music suite no later than Friday, September 6.

Student Name: ____________________________________________ Grade: ______________ 

Parent Name(s): ___________________________________________ 

Student 

By signing below, I certify that I: 
• Have read and agree to the policies and procedures outlined in this handbook. 
• Understand that I must pay to replace any music that I lose or damage. 

Student signature: __________________________________   Date: _______________________ 

Parent 

By signing below, I certify that I: 
• Have read and agree to the policies and procedures outlined in this handbook. 
• Am aware that I am asked to subscribe to the calendar found on Charms. 
• Understand that my child is responsible for replacing any music that is lost or 

damaged. 
• Understand that I am asked to support my child in this commitment to remain in the 

music program for the duration of the school year. 

Please circle one for each of the following:
 Permission to use photos on www.crestviewrebelsmusic.com:           YES            NO 
 Permission to use photos on Instagram for Music Department social media presence  
 (@mramerson and @mrbable) :            YES           NO 

Parent signature: ___________________________________   Date: _______________________ 
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